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Stronger Together

Dear Mr. Smolock:

On behalf of SEIU State Council and its 80,000 hard working members, I wish to

express our overwhelming support oft lie proposed itgu I atory din nges on overt inie

ci igi hi I ity by the Pen misylvan i a Deparl meat of Labor and Industry (DLI). As an

organ izat ion whose mission is to secure digmi ity, safety and fair ‘agcs for working

Pennsylvanians, we believe that it is well past time that the corn monwea It h update

overt hue rules which have not changed in more than four decades. These outdated

policies have contributed to the commonwealth’s rising income inequality and the

continued eros ion of Pennsylvania’s mu kid Ic class.

According to the Keystone Research Center, it is estimated that the overtime

regulatory changes proposed by DLI has the potential to benefit rough I>’ half a

1111111011 Peitnsylvan Ia workers. Tim is would provide inmnmed hi Ic relief to many

Pennsylvanians in the workforce that not only have to contend with outdated

overtime rules, but also a static state minimum wage. DLI’s proposed regulatory

changes will improve the quality of life for many Pennsylvanians who work not with

the aim of becoming rich, but to simply be able to care for their fami lies and loved

ones.

Increasing 11w salary threshold is just as equally imporlant as updating regulations

for how workers are classified in Pennsylvania. With the proposed rule in place,

employers will to longer be able to misclassify workers to keep their wages

artificial 3’ low. The supporters of this regulatory change represent a nmajority of

working-class Pennsylvanians who have not seen relief in forty years. We applaud

the Wo If aWn in istration for taking tIns important step, and urge the Department of

Labor to net as quickly as possible in extending these protections to working

Pennsylvanians.
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